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for Vienna. Lorraine also turned, just in time to make
some preparation for the defence of the city.
The inhabitants were in a state of confusion and terror.
On the night before Lorraine's entry, the craven Emperor,
with his whole court, had abandoned the city to the fate
that seemed inevitable. " Nothing was heard," says the
historian, " but reproaches against his ministers and the
baneful influence of the Jesuits, and execrations against
a sovereign who, after drawing on them the enmity of
the Turks, had left them without protection. The city
was unprepared for resistance, surrounded with an ex-
tensive suburb, the fortifications dilapidated, and the
garrison unequal to its defence. On one side people were
hurrying from the country to the capital as to an asylum;
on the other, the burghers followed the example of their
sovereign in flying from a place which seemed devoted
to destruction. The roads were crowded with fugitives
and covered with carriages laden with valuable effects;
the churches and public places filled with the aged and
the helpless, imploring Heaven for protection."
The arrival of the Duke of Lorraine at Vienna effected,
in some measure, a recovery of equanimity. In conjunc-
tion with Count Stahremberg, the brave and skilful
governor of the city, he hastily prepared for a siege. The
suburb was destroyed, the fortifications rapidly repaired,
the burghers drilled to assist in the defence. Finally
Lorraine left 8,000 of his own infantry to reinforce the
garrison, and with his cavalry rode out across the Danube,
with a view, as far as possible, to harassing the movements
and interrupting the communications of the Turkish
army, until a relieving force should arrive from Germany
or from Poland.
Kara Mustafa appeared before Vienna on July 14,1683,
and proceeded at once to the investment of the city.
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